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01 Head’s Intro

It’s been a year like never before. The COVID pandemic provided schools, colleges and universities 
with unprecedented challenges, managing the health and wellbeing of students (and staff) through 
three national lockdowns, as well as adapting to remote learning. 

It’s been tough at times, and a steep learning curve for us all, but throughout GM Higher has 
continued to deliver activities to thousands of young people. The fantastic outcomes in this report 
are due to the commitment, perseverance and agility shown throughout the pandemic by 
GM Higher staff.

Since Spring 2020, our offer has been exclusively virtual. This has been a huge paradigm shift from 
the face-to-face and hands-on delivery that has historically been the bedrock of widening 
participation activities. We have not been able to collect as much evaluation or feedback from our 
learners as we have in the past, and because of this, we need to be sensitive as to how we interpret 
the outcomes in this report and compare them to previous years.

We know, from research undertaken during the pandemic, that it was learners from disadvantaged 
backgrounds who were most likely to experience digital poverty and who were at the greatest risk 
of disengaging with online learning. In turn, these learners are those in the greatest need of support 
around the decisions they will make about their futures.

As we return to delivering our activities face-to-face, we will work with schools and colleges, to 
support learners around COVID catch-up. We will continue to prioritise our work towards groups of 
learners who are underrepresented in higher education. We will help schools and colleges to meet 
their Gatsby benchmarks and other objectives in their careers strategies.

I’m also delighted to tell you that our funders, the Office for Students, have confirmed that the Uni 
Connect programme will continue until 2024-25, although our budget for this year has been 
significantly reduced.

I take great pride in how GM Higher has responded to the challenges of the pandemic. I have been 
inspired by school and college staff who have worked so tirelessly and to whom 
we say, thank you for everything you’ve done, and continue to do, for the 
young people of Greater Manchester.

Sam Kalubowila 
Head of Greater Manchester Higher



02Who we are

Greater Manchester Higher (GM Higher) is one of 29 Uni Connect (UC) partnerships funded by the 
Office for Students (OfS). 

The Uni Connect programme aims to support the government’s social mobility goals by increasing 
the number of young people from underrepresented groups who go into higher education.

Our activities and events are aimed at Year 9-13 learners, their 
parents, carers, and supporters.  

We target most of our work in parts of the region 
where, historically, the number of young people going
to university is at its lowest.

We also provide outreach activities for schools and 
colleges located outside of these areas. 

Our mission is to 

work with 
young people from 
underrepresented 

groups

offer activities 
and experiences 

that support 
their 

decisions

The statistics and learner quotes contained in this report are taken from the Greater Manchester Higher programme level evaluation. 

provide
 impartial IAG 

about
higher education 

choices



In numbers03

27,309

which were 
delivered to

were learners 
from the 

backgrounds we 
target

learners

We have delivered a total of

1,086
activities

to

“I enjoyed the explanation about 
different pathways, it motivated 
me to do well at school so that I 
can go into higher education”  
Y9 learner, Levenshulme High School

of those 

9,020
learners

29%

this is 

of our target 
audience

+ 5% 
from 2019/20

133
schools and

 colleges



“I learned that you can study so many 
different things at university, it can 

teach you different skills for different 
careers and jobs” 

Y9 learner, Altrincham College 

29 
campus visits

31  
Targeted learner activities *

131 
specialist activities that we commission from external providers **

* Activities aimed at under-represented groups in HE, including care-experienced young people, disabled learners, young carers and estranged learners.
** External Providers are commissioned to delivered activities allowing learners to access information and masterclasses on a wide range of topics and subjects. 

We provide outreach activities to support learners with the decisions they have ahead of them - 
from the time they start to think about their GCSE options, right through to when they prepare to 
leave education at age 18. 

The majority of these activities are workshops that are delivered in a school or college setting.

We are increasingly helping learners to make connections between what they are learning in 
school or college and the world of work. 



Brightside Mentoring - Year 12/13

We run three post-16 different mentoring programmes for students.
These deal with different aspects of researching options or applying for a 
higher education course.

We partner with the charity Brightside to provide personalised and tailored 
IAG to our learners via mentors who are current higher education students.  

Apply

162 mentees

60 mentors

18 sixth-forms/colleges

Insight 

348 mentees

129 mentors

19 sixth-forms/colleges

Explore 

107 mentees

59 mentors

15 sixth-forms/colleges

Mentoring
Go Further - Year 10

Due to COVID restrictions, Go Further has been run as an online mentoring project. It is designed 
to help learners explore and discuss their options after year 11.

180
learners

51
mentors

“My mentor advised me on 
A-level options and also talked about 

their own experience. The most 
helpful part is that they were very 

honest, both explaining
the positives and the negatives of the

path I wanted to take”
Y10 learner, St Thomas More RC College

After taking part

104
sent 6 or more

messages

32
schools



Uni:4U summer schools 
Year 10

Year 12

After taking part

After taking part

“This has definitely given me more 
information about jobs, 

apprenticeships and higher 
education. It has definitely given me 
a better idea of what I would like to 

do in the future”
Y10 learner, Wigan 

“I have learned that I am a 
confident person no matter what 
difficulties come my way and I 
now know better ways to 
overcome those difficulties”
Y12 learner, Manchester

Uni:4U is usually held on campus at universities/colleges. Due to COVID, our 2021 offer was virtual, 
feedback suggests that this affected the number of participants. If circumstances allow, we intend 
to return to on-campus delivery, or a hybrid model for 2022. 

3
events

50
students

6
schools

5
events

62
students

16
sixth-forms/

colleges



04Impact

As part of our funding, we are expected to be rigorous with the evaluation of our work. This helps 
us to demonstrate the impact of what we do.

We ask questions both before and after a session and test for whether our activities have improved 
knowledge about higher education and intentions to apply.

Learners expressed a 16% improvement in the amount of knowledge about higher education and a 
2% increase in an intention to apply. They also reported a 16% positive change in attitude towards 
higher education. 

In 2019/20, we collected evaluation responses from 75% of the learners we worked with. This year, 
the figure is 34%. Much of this is attributed to delivering all activities virtually, and is representative 
of the challenges other Uni Connect partnerships have faced in this period.

Aspiration

Knowledge

Intention

Attitude


