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We are a collaborative network, our partnership is a part of the National Collaborative Outreach 
Programme, which delivers a nationally coordinated approach to working with schools, universities and 
colleges to help people access higher education. The aim of the programme is to support the 
government’s social mobility goals by rapidly increasing the number of young people from 
underrepresented groups who go into higher education.

We aim to improve the provision of information, advice and guidance (IAG) about progression routes to 
higher education (HE), alongside offering a menu of activities to raise the aspirations of young people in 
Greater Manchester. 

Our activities are divided into the following categories/areas:

Who we are

Curriculum Connections Enrichment activities that enhance existing national curriculum areas

HE Subject Tasters Activities that showcase specific subject areas available at higher education level

IAG - in school/college Workshops/presentations delivered in school, focused on key information, advice and guidance themes, to help learners 

make informed decisions about HE

IAG - on campus Visits to higher education institutions for an insight into student life, taster activities, as well as information about HE 

opportunities and pathways

Industry Insights Activities exploring career pathways that require higher level skills, often with employer involvement

Mentoring Programmes that allow learners to discover the different routes into HE, as well as looking at career pathways and the HE 

application process

Projects A wide range of opportunities with external providers that can enhance academic, social, transferable skills

Teacher & Advisor CPD Sessions that look at supporting those who work with/advise learners about their future options

Uni:4U summer schools On-campus experiences that involve subject-led/generic activities and workshops, 

some of these events are residential

Targeted learners Activities for learners with disabilities and additional needs, care 

experienced and young carers



Head’s message

Greater Manchester 
Higher is a partnership of 
further education colleges and 
universities, working together to 
deliver a high quality programme of 
impartial information, advice and guidance to 
young people in Years 9-13 across our region. As 
head of the partnership, I’m proud to present some of our key achievements of the past 
academic year, our most successful year to date.

As a partnership, we continually seek improvements to our project, all the while staying 
true to our core goal of providing high quality activities for learners, who engage in a 
wide range of activities delivered through our programme. This includes a wide 
ranging and constantly developing set of activities both delivered in-school and 
on-campus, residential summer schools, online and face to face mentoring.

 
Sam Kalubowila
Head of Greater Manchester Higher





In numbers

we worked with 

157
schools and colleges

of which  

we engaged with 

15,546
learners

 106
were

NCOP target schools/
colleges 

including 

7,646
NCOP learners

35, 842 website views*
1,253 follows on Twitter**
310 follows on Instagram**

*Taken from Google Analytics, September 2018 - July 2019, **Correct as of July 2019

During this academic year:

Data taken from the HEAT database 



 

622
In-school/college 

IAG activities 
(including IAG stands)

 

33
On-campus 

IAG activities

We delivered

What learners gained from attending...

You can get better jobs, wider futures, meeting new people, learning 
new friends, having fun and making memories; you could get higher 
ranked jobs by having a better education; I see me being more 
independent; it’s beneficial to my future; way more opportunities in 
the future.

                                     Learner, Alder Community High School
                                     Y8/9 Choices Day (IAG on-campus)

         Learning more and understanding what I can do after college. 
          I felt reassured that there was something I can do after college.

                                       Y13 Learner, The Manchester College
                                       Why HE? Researching your options (IAG in-school)





We delivered

 

122
IAG Stands

 

460
Subject-specific

activities 
(Curriculum Connections, HE Subject Taster 

Days, Industry Insights) 

 
50

GM Higher Hub 
led activities 

 
15

Higher Education 
Institution led projects* 

 439
External provider 

activities 

 

13
Parent/carer

activities 

 
58

Targeted learner
activities 

* projects led by school demand, which are delivered by university partners



          It opened my mind about other health and social care 
          jobs I could do.

                 Learner, Bolton College 
        Y12/13 Industry Insight event

  The visit has motivated me to pursue HE even more than I was 
 originally! Made me think about how I may need to take school 
 a lot more seriously.

      Y9 learner, Byrchall High School
                        Industry Insight event

The most important things learners said they gained from an 
external provider activity focusing on debating and presentation 
skills was...
confidence to debate
confidence to speak in front of people        
thinking on the spot
the ability to look at things from both sides
projection of my voice; teamwork 
showing respect to other individuals
making eye contact whilst talking
how to present my own opinion
the fact that I improved in English



We delivered

 50
Year 10 Go Further 

Mentoring activities

with

462 
mentees

and

64 
current HE mentors

 
Year 12/13 Brightside 

Mentoring

Insight programme

595 
mentees

Explore programme

100 
mentees

Apply programme

238 
mentees

and

98 
current HE mentors

Whenever I had a question 
I always knew I had a mentor who 
I could ask. They really helped me 
with my personal statement.

        Mentee, Loreto College
        Brightside Mentoring

 It was a really positive 
 experience right from the 
 induction.

Mentee, Wigan & Leigh College
Brightside Mentoring 



Y10 Go Further Mentoring 

Based on questions asked at the beginning and end of the programme:

Data taken from 2018/19 learner evaluation

Learners stated that they were more able to make decisions after they 
leave school 

+22%

There was also a considerable increase in the knowledge of the benefits 
of higher education that learners say they have gained through 

participating in the mentoring project 

+24%

There was a significant increase in learners’ intention to progress to 
university 

+  28%

 A large number of learners stated that ‘My GCSEs are important to my 
future’ 

  91%



 13
Year 10 & Year 12

Uni:4U summer schools 

with

296 
Year 10 learners

and

169 
Year 12 learners

We delivered

As a result of attending, one learner said they would do...

   ...more research into universities. Especially as we were told on 
   the trip to visit uni open days, but also to visit during term-time to see    
   realistic depictions of what the uni will be like to study at. Thank you for   
   everything, it was a great experience.

                                                  Y12 Learner, Bolton College
                                                  Access HE, Uni:4U summer school



Y10 Uni:4U summer schools 

Based on questions asked at the beginning and end of the programme, there was an:

Data taken from 2018/19 learner evaluation 

5% 
Increase in learners’ intention to progress to university/higher education

13% 
Increase in the knowledge acquired about the benefits of going to 

university/higher education

16% 
Increase in learners who now think that university/higher education 

is for ‘someone like me’

32% 
Increase in knowledge about the amount of educational 

opportunities available to them after school





Measures & aims

 Campus Visits 

29% 
overall increase in learner 

intention to progress to 
university/higher 

education (HE)

 Year 10 Mentoring 

29% 
increase in the number of 

learners who now know more 
about the options 

available to them in HE

Plans & targets 
2019/20 
We have ambitious targets to engage 
with over 7000 learners from our target wards in the 2019/20 academic 
year. Through the embedding of learning outcomes from our Regional 
Progression Framework into our activities, we will continue to deliver a 
sustained and progressive programme of impactful and high quality 
interventions.

Many of the learners who attended Y10 Uni:4U summer schools already 
had a high aspiration to progress to university/higher education based on 
previous attendance at GMH activities such as Y10 Go Further Mentoring

Uni:4U summer schools

18% 
increase in the number of learners who know more about the range of 

opportunities available to them after school/college/sixth form
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